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Wisdom and Righteousness
Introduction:
1. We have defined righteousness as “the desire to emulate His understanding”.  God is striving to  
 move us toward perfection, holiness and righteousness.  This chapter promotes the advantage of  
 being righteous.  Seventeen times words such as righteous, just and upright are used.
2. Praise the Lord.  He will not “suffer the souls of the righteous to famish...” (v.3).  This is the theme  
 of the chapter.  Get excited about God and living for Him, and He will watch over you.  Being a   
 righteous person will effect you internally, externally and eternally.

 I. Righteousness Effects us Internally
  A. A man of “understanding hath wisdom” (v.23).  This is the theme of Proverbs.  Under  
      standing must precede wisdom.  Think about it.
  B. A righteous man hath hope (v.28) “The hope of the righteous shall be gladness...”  “Hope”  
      covers our expectations.  Hope is our purpose in getting out of bed in the morning.  
      Righteousness makes us positive.
  C. A righteous man hath strength. (v.29).  “The way of the Lord is strength to the upright.”   
      God gives to the righteous an “internal” strength on his path of life.  Thank you Father.   
      (Isaiah 40:29).
  D. A righteous man’s words have purpose.  Verse 21 states, “the lips of the righteous feeds  
      many.”  Verse 28 relates, “The mouth of the just bringeth wisdom.”  Getting excited yet?   
      Also note versus 11 and 20.
  E. The desires of the righteous shall be granted (v.24).  Now folks, that is some promise.   
       Psalms 37:4 relates that if we “delight in the Lord, He will give us the desires of our   
       heart.”  I contend the desires of the heart are peace, security, joy, etc...Thank you Father.
 II. Righteousness Effects Us Externally
  A. The righteous shall not famish (v.3)  This is the theme of the chapter.  Praise the Lord.   
      He shall “supply our needs” (Phil 4:19).  As a good father cares for his children, God   
      watches over His own.  Getting excited yet?  We shall have “blessings” (v.6).
  B. The righteous shall walk “safely” (v.9).  Such a promise
  C. The righteous person’s labor “tendeth to life” (v.16).  As we go through the toils of our job,  
      God will bring to us opportunities to administer “life” to others.  Keep your eyes open.
  D. The righteous shall have “everlasting foundations” (v.25).  God honors our desires for  
      righteousness by affirming a set foundation.
 III. Righteousness Effects us Eternally
  A. The righteous shall be remembered.  There is a lineage after us.  Such a promise is   
      verse 30 that “the righteous shall never be removed”.  And verse 7 that the “memory of  
      just is blessed”.  Even after death, good is said about the righteous.
  B. The righteous shall be delivered from death (v.2).  Jesus said in John 14:2 that he has  
      “prepared a place” for us.  Folks...the house is built.

Conclusion
Praise God.  The desire for righteousness will be rewarded.


